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Schweizer Enigma







Amateurs & Collectors play an 
important role for the history of 

cryptography. 

The Enigma history may serve as a 
case study.



The Enigma-Myth 

Study focussed on 3 aspects

• Swiss Enigma & Nema history
• Social groups today
• Enigma in the media 



Is there an Enigma-community?

• contemporary witnesses 

• scientists

• collectors



Amateur & Collectors

• Collecting objects
• Documenting
• Simulating
• Community building



Saving

• David White
at the Bletchely Park 
Site

Former intelligence 
service person UK



Hiding

„I do not want to have my name published. You might 
call me „collector x“. There are 3 reasons for my attitude: 
I have a few extremely rare pieces, not just cipher 
machines. There are people who would like to know that. 
And I feel that CIA & NSA are still following up on that 
and think these machines belong to them. They might 
show up one day and take them away from me“

.“



Refurbish & Reconstruct
„I like the idea of having objects 
that nobody else has.These are 
parts that are often destroyed. 
Sometimes I get the feeling that 
there are persons who do not like 
that and are quite happy I am not 
writing a book about it“ 

Günter Hütter, Austria



Documentation

The Fialka 
documentation made 
by Paul Reuvers & 
group

www.cryptomuseum.com



Replicas

• Electronic Replica by 
Paul Reuvers 

www.cryptomuseum.com



Simulations

• Paper Enigma



Software Simulations

• Crypto Simulation 
Group

http://frode.web.cern.ch/frode/crypto/CSG



Re-Enacting Enigma  

• Bletchley Park UK

Re-enacting Enigma 
on weekends











Summary

• Variety of groups, variety of motivation –
but all focus in on the one object: Enigma

• Variety of information channels: Formal 
and informal.. 

• Boundary objects



Conclusions

• Collectors & museums: Museum have 
formal rules. Collectors informal rules.

• Museums: Often can neither operate nor 
restaurate machines

• Collectors: Sometimes operate and 
restaurate machines



Conclusions 3

• Museum: Long duration
• Collectors: Transitory



Outlook

How to save, collect, restore, display 
and teach the present and future with 

all devices being black boxes with 
digital tech?



Re-Enacting Enigma
Modelle Simulationen bei der 
Chiffriermaschine Engima 

Hyperkult 15 – Modelling & Simulation 
15.- 17.Juli 2006 Lüneburg 
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